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THE AIMS OF THE FUND 
 

 
Improvement of local facilities for the 

diagnosis and treatment of cancer 
 
 
 

Improvement of local facilities for the 
care of cancer patients 

 
 
 

Assistance with the relief of hardship 
arising from cancer 

 
 
 

Promotion of cancer education 
 
 
 

Support of local research 
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Chairman’s Report 2014/15 
 
2014/15 has been another eventful year for the Plymouth and 

Cornwall Cancer Fund, and we have been pleased to welcome some 

new committee members who have brought another dimension to 

the charity.  Our focus on fundraising during the year has provided 

us with a platform for highlighting the charity’s work in supporting 

local people suffering from cancer, their families, and the staff and 

infrastructure that provides their care. 

 

The increase in the number of fundraising events and the 

involvement of hospital staff and volunteers has been encouraging, 

and has raised much needed funds to support the charity in its 

work. Larger events such as the Sparkwell Horse and Dog Show, 

Plymouth Half Marathon, the River Dart Country Park Mud and 

Sweat Run and Walkhampton Saturday Market, as well as the 

smaller and more personal events are really appreciated and our 

thanks go to all those who have helped us achieve this. We also 

joined the web based ‘Just Giving’ organization this year to make 

donation easier and provide fundraisers with advice and help in 

their efforts. 

 

Requests for Hardship Grants in 2014/15 were slightly less than in 

the previous year. These grants mainly took the form of assisting 

with the travel costs of the patients attending Derriford Hospital for 

treatment or to attend a specialist centre for diagnostics and/or 

treatment. I would like to acknowledge the work of the staff who 

identify these patients and families in need and put forward 

requests on their behalf.  

3. 



Our Shop in Hyde Park, Plymouth continues to flourish, and shows 

another year of increase in weekly takings.  The shop provides a 

substantial part of the charity’s income, and important in our 

mission to support local people affected by cancer and those that 

care for them.  All this would not be possible without the sterling 

work done by our volunteers and the continued loyalty of local 

people. 

 

This year, we have continued to provide finance to support various 

members of staff working in cancer care wanting to attend 

conferences.  We have also supported local nursing staff by funding 

additional nurses to allow staff time to undertake specialist training. 

Plymouth and Cornwall Cancer Fund are pleased that we are able to 

ease this burden and play a part in maintaining high standards of 

care. The Fund was asked to support two locally led research 

projects this year and we will be interested to learn of their 

achievements. 

 

Again, achieving our goals in the coming year will provide a 

challenge.  Plymouth and Cornwall Cancer Fund is a small charity in 

an ever growing field, and I feel discussions are needed as to 

whether it remains so or takes steps to grow into a larger enterprise 

that could raise more funds and have a more significant impact on 

cancer care.  As ever, I am grateful to everyone, committee 

members, volunteers and fundraisers who give up their time and 

energy and who I am sure can meet the challenge ahead. 

 

 

 
Sara Aspley 

Chairman  
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DEEDS OF COVENANT 
 
 

Information available from the Hon. Treasurer/Hon. Secretary 
 
 

GIFT AID 
 
Information available from the Hon. Treasurer/Hon. Secretary 
 
 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
As detailed – page 1 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
 
These were held as detailed below: 
 
Tuesday, 13th January, 2015  in the Training Room, Mustard Tree,  
Derriford Hospital. 
 
Tuesday, 3rd March, 2015  in the Oncology Reception Area, Level 
06,  Derriford Hospital. 
 
Tuesday, 2nd June, 2015  in the Oncology Reception Area, Level 06, 
 Derriford Hospital. 
 
Wednesday, 9th September, 2015 in the Training Room, Mustard 
Tree, Level 03, Derriford Hospital 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
 
This was held in the Oncology Reception Area, Level 06, Derriford 
Hospital, on  Tuesday, 3rd March, 2015 
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SUPPORT FOR EDUCATION 
 

• Continued Part Funding of  Palliative Care Chaplain – for 3 years 
commencing September 2012 

 
• Funding for 2 years to support research project – Plymouth – to 

look at cell sensitivity 
 

• Funding Specialist Nurse – research project – to support families 
and patients. 

 
• Funding – 2 years – Band 6 Nurse 

 
• Attendance Lead Cancer Nurse – UKONS Conference Belfast  

 
• Attendance Snr Clinical Scientist –GEC –ESTRO Workshop – 

Brussels 
 

• Attendance of Member of Developmental Oncology CNS – Course –
University West of England Bristol 

 
• Attendance Member of Staff -Oncology –National Conference 

Thyroid – Royal Marsden Hospital  
 

• Attendance Member of Staff – Brent Ward – Course -Supportive 
Care in Cancer – Royal Surrey County Hospital 

 
HARDSHIP GRANTS 

 
Immediate cash grants were paid to cancer patients or their families in a 
total of nearly £11,685 with amounts ranging from £15 to £350.  Funds 
are constantly needed to enable us to continue to help people in real 
financial need.  In some cases, patients are perhaps no longer in a 
position to work or the financial implications of undergoing treatment put 
a further burden on their circumstances.  Assistance towards travel costs 
to attend for treatment, additional clothing, bed linen or telephone costs 
represent the type of assistance sought.  These requests are made to the 
Fund through the Mustard Tree Support Centre at Derriford Hospital 
where full financial assessments are made prior to application. 
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REVIEW OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES AND AFFAIRS 
 
Treasurer’s report for the financial year to 31 October 2015 
 
Income, at nearly £62500, has again improved, marginally, 
which is most pleasing, and this is due primarily to the shop, 
over £50000 in a year for the first time, although investment 
income has increased slightly also. 
 
Expenditure overall at £66000 went up at a greater rate than 
income, however, but this was due to the support given by the 
Fund in the form of grants. Costs relating to the running of the 
shop and administration both reduced. 
 
The grants made in the financial year totalled nearly £35000, 
and this included hardship support of £11481, reduced by over 
£3000 on the previous year which had been exceptional. Over 
£23000 was made available in support of training for key posts 
in Oncology. Again no specific equipment has been purchased. 
So, a comfortable financial position was still in place at the end 
of the accounting period with monetary assets over £70000 and, 
pleasingly, investments were again valued at just under that 
figure, despite difficulties in the markets. 
 
Ongoing financial commitments at the end of the year, all for 
training, are placed at nearly £70000 and the trustees are 
confident that this is achievable, primarily through income, 
especially as the Fund is increasingly benefitting from fund 
raising. 
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